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Learning ObjectivesLearning ObjectivesLearning ObjectivesLearning Objectives

 Describe the core victims’ rights that apply Describe the core victims  rights that apply 
throughout the reentry process

 Identify victims’ most salient needs Identify victims  most salient needs 
throughout reentry, and how to address 
themthem

 Describe how to build partnerships among 
victim service providers justice officials andvictim service providers, justice officials and 
community members in order to enhance the 
reentry process for crime victims and y p
survivors
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New Handbook on Victims, New Handbook on Victims, 
Survivors & ReentrySurvivors & Reentry

httphttp://csgjusticecenter.org/jc/category/reentry/nrrc://csgjusticecenter.org/jc/category/reentry/nrrc//
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VictimVictim--centric Definition centric Definition 
of Reentryof Reentry

“Reentry is the process of someone who has been y p
incarcerated returning to the community.  Reentry services 
for offenders involve the use of evidence-based programs 
that promote their successful reintegration as law-abidingthat promote their successful reintegration as law-abiding 
citizens.  Reentry services for crime victims and survivors 
provide opportunities to implement victims’ rights; identify 

d ’ d h l f dand meet victims’ needs; promote their personal safety and 
security; and keep them informed about and involved in 

reentry processes, if they so desire.  Individual, community y p , y , y
and public safety is the ultimate goal of our reentry 

program.”
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Victims’ & Survivors’ Rights Victims’ & Survivors’ Rights 
throughout Reentrythroughout Reentry

 NotificationNotification  RestitutionRestitution NotificationNotification

I f tiI f ti

 RestitutionRestitution

P t ti / f tP t ti / f t InformationInformation  Protection/safetyProtection/safety

 Input Input  Victim Transition Victim Transition 
ProtocolProtocol

 ParticipationParticipation
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NotificationNotificationNotification Notification 

 Notification as “threshold right” that canNotification as “threshold right” that can Notification as threshold right  that can Notification as threshold right  that can 
lead to implementation of other rightslead to implementation of other rights
Systems to deliver notification bySystems to deliver notification by Systems to deliver notification by Systems to deliver notification by 
automation, telephone, letter or callsautomation, telephone, letter or calls
S i li d tifi tiS i li d tifi ti Specialized notification:Specialized notification:
 Sex offender notificationSex offender notification
 Interstate Compact requestsInterstate Compact requests
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Information Information 
What What VictimsVictims Need to Know…Need to Know…

 Offender risk and needs assessmentOffender risk and needs assessment Offender risk and needs assessmentOffender risk and needs assessment
 Offender supervision and programmingOffender supervision and programming

C diti f i iC diti f i i Conditions of supervisionConditions of supervision
 Victim access to offender informationVictim access to offender information
 Reentry programming for offendersReentry programming for offenders

IDAHO TWO DAYS IN JUNE 2015



For Example,For Example,
OFFENDEROFFENDER PROGRAMMINGPROGRAMMING

 EducationEducation EducationEducation
 Vocational developmentVocational development

M t l h lth t t t dM t l h lth t t t d Mental health treatment and programsMental health treatment and programs
 AccountabilityAccountability
 Community programsCommunity programs
 GenderGender--responsive programs (often inresponsive programs (often in GenderGender responsive programs (often in responsive programs (often in 

partnership with victim assistance partnership with victim assistance 
programs)programs)programs)programs)
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What Reentry Programs Need What Reentry Programs Need 
to Know about to Know about Victim ServicesVictim Services

 Victims’ rights laws Victims  rights laws
 Victim assistance services and programs

Th d f i i ti The range and scope of crime victim 
services

 Victims’ basic needs
 How to identify crime victim services in a y

jurisdiction
 “Frequently Asked Questions” Frequently Asked Questions
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Input Input 
(VIS and PSIs)(VIS and PSIs)

 Describe the offenseDescribe the offense  What has changed inWhat has changed in Describe the offenseDescribe the offense
 Emotional impactEmotional impact
 Physical impactPhysical impact

 What has changed in What has changed in 
your life between the your life between the 
time the crime time the crime 

 Physical impactPhysical impact
 Financial impactFinancial impact
 Spiritual impactSpiritual impact

occurred, and NOW?occurred, and NOW?
 Opportunity for Opportunity for 

 Spiritual impactSpiritual impact
 Any concerns about Any concerns about 

safety/security?safety/security?

victim/offender victim/offender 
programmingprogramming

safety/security?safety/security?
 Any protective Any protective 

measures requested?measures requested?

 Input into community Input into community 
serviceservice
A thi l ?A thi l ?measures requested?measures requested?

 Anything else?Anything else?
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Participation throughout Parole Participation throughout Parole 
and Reentry Processesand Reentry Processes

 Info about paroling/reentry authorityInfo about paroling/reentry authority Info about paroling/reentry authorityInfo about paroling/reentry authority
 How hearing dates are setHow hearing dates are set

Wh t h t h i ?Wh t h t h i ? What happens at hearings?What happens at hearings?
 How parole decisions are madeHow parole decisions are made
 The victim’s roleThe victim’s role

IDAHO TWO DAYS IN JUNE 2015



APAI Survey of Parole Boards APAI Survey of Parole Boards 
and Membersand Members

 ShortShort-- and longand long--term impact of crimeterm impact of crime ShortShort and longand long term impact of crimeterm impact of crime
 Relationship between victim and inmate (if Relationship between victim and inmate (if 

applicable)applicable)applicable)applicable)
 Details about the crimeDetails about the crime
 The ways the crime changed the victim’s The ways the crime changed the victim’s 

lifelife
 How has/has the victim “recovered”?How has/has the victim “recovered”?
 Input into conditions of releaseInput into conditions of release Input into conditions of releaseInput into conditions of release
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RestitutionRestitutionRestitution Restitution 

 It’s aIt’s a RIGHTRIGHT not anot a It s a It s a RIGHTRIGHT, not a , not a 
RECOMMENDATIONRECOMMENDATION!!
Original court orders and any authorityOriginal court orders and any authority Original court orders and any authority Original court orders and any authority 
from parole/reentry agencyfrom parole/reentry agency
S t f ll ti d di i tiS t f ll ti d di i ti Systems for collecting and disseminationSystems for collecting and dissemination

 Complete review of offender’s assets and Complete review of offender’s assets and 
capacity to paycapacity to pay
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Safety and ProtectionSafety and Protection
ReentryReentry--specific Safety Planningspecific Safety Planning

Provides an opportunity betweenProvides an opportunity betweenProvides an opportunity between Provides an opportunity between 
reentry, corrections and community reentry, corrections and community 

corrections professionalscorrections professionalscorrections professionals corrections professionals 
andand

victim assistance professionalsvictim assistance professionals
toto

collaborate on safety planningcollaborate on safety planning
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Elements of Elements of 
Reentry Safety PlanningReentry Safety Planning

 Providing the victim with  Safety considerations for g
contact information for 
supervising 
agency/officer

y
children and family

 Safety for transportation
agency/officer

 Documentation of 
inmate’s behavior in 

 Safety at work
 Safety in public

Preparing for andprison
 Victims’ rights relevant to 

safety

 Preparing for and 
responding to attempted 
unwanted contact by the 

safety
 Safety in the victim’s 

residence

offender, his/her family 
or friends

 Online privacy and safety Online privacy and safety
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Victim Transition Victim Transition 
P t lP t lProtocolProtocol



Goals of the VTPGoals of the VTPGoals of the VTPGoals of the VTP

 Educate victims about offender reentry Educate victims about offender reentry 
programs and processes, and all 
opportunities for them to be involved andopportunities for them to be involved and 
informed
Ensure that their rights under law are Ensure that their rights under law are 
observed
P t i ti ’ t d th i Promote victims’ autonomy and their 
choice whether to be involved in reentry 
processes

IDAHO TWO DAYS IN JUNE 2015



Goals of the VTPGoals of the VTP (cont )(cont )Goals of the VTP Goals of the VTP (cont.)(cont.)

 Promote confidentiality of victim Promote confidentiality of victim 
information
Identify and address specific safety Identify and address specific safety 
concerns through victim needs and safety 
assessments and planningassessments and planning

 Offer victims information about and access 
t ti i i th it tto supportive services in the community to 
help them prepare for their offender’s 

t t th itreturn to the community
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TIMEFRAMETIMEFRAMETIMEFRAMETIMEFRAME

The VTP runs concurrently with the timeThe VTP runs concurrently with the timeThe VTP runs concurrently with the time The VTP runs concurrently with the time 
period during which the offender is period during which the offender is 
transitioning back to the communitytransitioning back to the communitytransitioning back to the community transitioning back to the community 

(usually 90 to 180 days)(usually 90 to 180 days)
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Initial Steps in the VTPInitial Steps in the VTPInitial Steps in the VTPInitial Steps in the VTP

 Partnerships with victim servicesPartnerships with victim services Partnerships with victim servicesPartnerships with victim services

Id tif d l t i tiId tif d l t i ti Identify and locate victimsIdentify and locate victims

 Initial victim outreach and documentationInitial victim outreach and documentation
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Basic Victim Needs AssessmentBasic Victim Needs AssessmentBasic Victim Needs AssessmentBasic Victim Needs Assessment

 Basic needs  Victim assistance or Basic needs
 Medical/mental health
 Social support

 Victim assistance or 
social services

 Legal/financial Social support
 Information
 Input

Legal/financial 
obligations

 Victim/offender 
 Input
 Personal safety and 

security

/
programming

 Any additional needssecurity
 Needs of special 

victim populationsvictim populations
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Implementation of Implementation of 
Victims’ Rights & ServicesVictims’ Rights & Services

 NotificationNotification NotificationNotification
 InformationInformation

I tI t InputInput
 Protection/safetyProtection/safety
 Restitution Restitution 
 Access to services provide by:Access to services provide by: Access to services provide by:Access to services provide by:

 Reentry agencies and programsReentry agencies and programs
 Crime victim/survivor servicesCrime victim/survivor services Crime victim/survivor servicesCrime victim/survivor services
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GROUP DISCUSSIONGROUP DISCUSSIONGROUP DISCUSSIONGROUP DISCUSSION

Who are theWho are theWho are theWho are the

KEY PARTNERSKEY PARTNERS
to assist victims and survivorsto assist victims and survivors

throughout reentry?throughout reentry?throughout reentry?throughout reentry?
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In ConclusionIn ConclusionIn Conclusion…………..In Conclusion…………..

 Reentry can provide manyReentry can provide many optionsoptions andand Reentry can provide many Reentry can provide many optionsoptions and and 
opportunitiesopportunities for victims and survivorsfor victims and survivors
AnAn informed survivorinformed survivor can become acan become a An An informed survivor informed survivor can become a can become a 
proactivelyproactively--engaged survivorengaged survivor

C ll b tiC ll b tiCollaborations Collaborations 
and and 

partnershipspartnerships
are essential to success!are essential to success!are essential to success!are essential to success!
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FOR MORE INFORMATIONFOR MORE INFORMATIONFOR MORE INFORMATIONFOR MORE INFORMATION

ANNE SEYMOURANNE SEYMOUR

annesey@atlantech.netannesey@atlantech.net
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